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NATIONAL
1) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur
• The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur has a quick-fix solution to offer to 

Delhi and its neighbouring regions choking in toxic air – it can help the city wash 
down pollutants and dust with “artificial rains”.

• Artificial rain, also known as cloud seeding.

2) 17th Jaipur Literature Festival 2024
• The Jaipur Literature Festival, often referred to as the “greatest literary show on 

Earth,” is an annual gathering of some of the most brilliant minds in the world. 
• The 17th edition of this iconic event is set to take place from February 1 to February 

5, 2024.
• The theme for the 17th Jaipur Literature Festival is “Stories Unite Us.” 

3) ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ initiative
• COLORS its collaboration with the Ministry of Women and Child Development’s 

‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ initiative.
• Its main is to address the issue of girl child abandonment, through the launch of its 

new fiction show Doree.
• COLORS will promote the 24-hour emergency toll free Child helpline number 

(1098) for those seeking assistance for any abandoned girl child across the nation.

4) McKinsey Health Institute in 2023
• A survey conducted by the McKinsey Health Institute in 2023 shed light on the 



state of employees’ well-being in workplaces, with India taking the lead in workplace 
burnout. 
• According to the survey, a staggering 59% of Indian respondents reported 

experiencing burnout symptoms.
• Japan ranked at the lowest end of the spectrum with a mere 25% well-being score, 

while Turkey claimed the top spot with 78%, closely followed by India at 76% and 
China at 75%.

5) “Women for Water, Water for Women Campaign”
• The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) introduced a 

groundbreaking initiative called the “Women for Water, Water for Women 
Campaign”. This campaign, known as “Jal Diwali”.

• The primary aim of the campaign is to provide a platform for the active participation 
of women in water governance. 

6) Chanakya Defence Dialogue 2023
• The Chanakya Defence Dialogue 2023, a two-day event hosted by the Indian Army 

in collaboration with the Centre for Land Warfare Studies.
• The Dialogue aims to address security challenges in South Asia and the Indo-Pacific 

region.

GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENT 
1) Air Quality Index
• New Delhi with the Air Quality Index (AQI) of 483 topped the list of most polluted 

cities in India, followed by Faridabad, Ghaziabad and Hisar.



• The Delhi-NCR region has been experiencing deteriorating air quality due to several 
factors, including lower minimum temperatures, stubble burning and reduced wind 
speed. 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS
1) “Nilavu Kudicha Simhangal”
• Indian Space Research Organisation Chairman, S Somanath, has decided to 

withdraw the publication of his forthcoming autobiography, titled ‘Nilavu Kudicha 
Simhangal’ (which roughly translates to ‘Lions that drank the Moonlight’).

• The decision comes in the wake of a controversy surrounding alleged critical 
comments made by Somanath about his predecessor, K Sivan.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
1) “Changemaker of the Year” award
• The Reserve Bank of India was honored with the “Changemaker of the Year” award. 

The recognition was part of the Hindu Businessline Changemaker Awards 2023, 
held at ITC Maurya in New Delhi.

2) Word of the year
• Collins Dictionary has declared “AI” as the Word of the Year for 2023. According to 

Collins managing director Alex Beecroft, AI has been the central point of discussion 
this year, with its usage quadrupling.

• In 2022, it was “permacrisis,” reflecting the constant upheavals in British politics.



IMPORTANT DAYS
1) International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War 
and Armed Conflict
• The International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War 

and Armed Conflict is observed on November 6th every year.
• It aimed at raising awareness about the severe consequences of war and armed 

conflicts on the environment.

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 
1) Manoranjan Mishra
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has appointed Manoranjan Mishra as the new 

Executive Director.

2) Rohit Rishi
• Rohit Rishi has assumed the position of Executive Director at the Bank of 

Maharashtra

SPORTS
1) Cricket World Cup 2023
• In Cricket World Cup 2023, in a match between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, former 

Sri Lanka captain Angelo Mathews etched his name into the annals of cricket 
history by becoming the first player to be timed out in an international cricket 
match. 


